
THE FINGER LAKES LACE GUILD
presents the

38th Annual Ithaca Lace Day and Conference
Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday -- October 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th, 2018

at the
Clarion Inn*, 2310 North Triphammer Road, Ithaca, New York, 14850

Featured Speakers
Veronika Irvine ~ Re-imagining Lace in the Digital Age

Karen Thompson ~ Ipswich Lace in the Late 18th Century
plus

Workshops,  Sales,  Demonstrations,  Lace Exhibits,  Lectures,  Try-it-Yourself Table, 
Lace and Bobbin Prizes

Lace Day on Saturday Is Free And Open To The Public 
Workshops, Banquet Dinner and Evening Lecture by Preregistration

**** 
For more information about Lace Day or Workshops call: 

Holly Van Sciver 
(607) 277-0498 or email: vsblace@twcny.rr.com

http://www.vansciverbobbinlace.com   or   http://www.fingerlakeslaceguild.org
*Clarion Inn (formerly call the Ramada Inn Airport at the same location). 

http://www.fingerlakeslaceguild.org


38th Annual Ithaca Lace Day and Conference
Come celebrate lace at the 38th Annual Ithaca Lace Day and Conference which will be held October 5th, 
6th, 7th, and 8th, 2018, at the Clarion Inn (formerly Ramada Inn Airport)*, 2310 North Triphammer Road, 
Ithaca, New York 14850.  The theme for this year is “Lace of Hearts”.  Sponsored by the Finger Lakes 
Lace Guild,  the Saturday exhibitions, sales room and lecture are free and open to the public.

We begin on Friday night with registration and an opening reception at the hotel. Please join us, with your 
guest, in greeting the teachers and vendors and in renewing lacemaking friendships.  On Saturday, visitors 
will have the opportunity to view many exhibits.  Visitors can shop at the vendors' tables.  Items for sale will 
include a broad line of lacemaking supplies, books, handcrafted bobbins, and antique and vintage laces.  
Donations will be accepted for lots of lace and bobbin prizes.

At 12:45 on Saturday, Veronika Irvine will lecture on Re-imagining Lace in the Digital Age.  In addition to this 
year's public event, eight workshops featuring teachers from Canada, Belgium, Japan and the United States will 
be offered in many different lace disciplines, including a beginners’ workshop offered for Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday. Workshop participants, friends, and families are also invited to attend our banquet dinner featuring our 
delectable chocolate cakes, to be held at the Clarion Inn.  Don't miss seeing Gerry Munchel, our famous MC! 
Following dinner, Karen Thompson will entertain us with a lecture presentation titled, Ipswich Lace in the 
Late 18th Century.

Friday Evening, October 5, 2018
7:00 - 9:00

Registration and Reception (includes hors d'oeuvres supplied by the FLLG)

Saturday, October 6, 2018
9:00 - 3:30

Registration, Sales, Demonstrations, Lace Exhibits, Try-It-Yourself Table

12:45 - 1:45
Lecture on

Re-imagining Lace in the Digital Age by Veronika Irvine

2:00 - 5:00
Workshops

6:30 - 7:00
Social Gathering, Cash Bar

7:00 - 10:00
Banquet Dinner and After-Dinner Lecture

on 
Ipswich Lace in the Late 18th Century by Karen Thompson

Sunday, October 7, 2018
9:00 - 4:00

Workshops (includes brunch from 12:00-1:00 supplied by the FLLG)

Monday, October 8, 2018
9:00 - 4:00

Workshops (includes lunch from 12:00-1:00 supplied by the FLLG)

Guests can choose to stay at any of the hotels, campsites and B&B’s in the area, but rooms are hard to find in Ithaca in the 
Fall, so those wishing to stay at the Clarion Inn* should book well in advance and cancel if necessary, adhering to the 
cancellation guidelines set by the Clarion Inn. Call the local number at (607) 257-3100 and ask for the room block being 
held for the Finger Lakes Lace Guild.
*Note:  The Clarion Inn was formerly call the Ramada Inn Airport.  Only the name has changed.  The location of Lace Day 
including address and telephone number are the same as in prior years.
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Workshops
Saturday, October 6, 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm  ~ Sunday, October 7, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm  ~  Monday, October 8, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Wearable Tesselace in Silk or Wire,  Veronika Irvine
Tesselace is an experimental form of bobbin lace that takes traditional Torchon in 
new directions.  It features decorative grounds that have been discovered by 
deconstructing traditional grounds and recombining the pieces in new ways.  To find 
out more about Tesselace, visit Veronika’s website: tesselace.com.  This course will 
introduce you to this new style as you create a wearable object such as a bracelet (in 
wire) or a scarf  (in a soft fiber).  You will also have the option to learn how to create 
your own patterns using free software as we walk, step by step, through the design of 
one of the patterns used in class. 
PREREQUISITES:  You 
should be comfortable 
working rose ground.

Veronika has a PhD in computer science and has been a bobbin lacemaker since 
1995.  Taking inspiration from abstract expressionism and the color field 
movement, she is interested in elevating ground and filling patterns from their 
supporting role and exploring them in depth.  In her academic research, she uses 
modern mathematics, such as braid theory, group theory and graph theory, to 
model bobbin lace grounds.  Using this model Veronika has proved that there are 
an infinite number of bobbin lace grounds and has developed algorithms to 
generate millions of grounds in the Torchon style.

Historic American Ipswich Bobbin Lace, Karen Thompson
In 1791 Alexander Hamilton submitted his Census of Manufactures to the newly established 
Congress. From Ipswich, Massachusetts, he received 22 samples of black silk and 14 white linen 
lace edgings, representing lacemaking as the most important industry in the town of Ipswich.  
Karen has studied the black lace samples in detail and made patterns and working diagrams for 
each of these historic samples. Each student can choose 2 of these patterns for the class. They 
vary in difficulty from simple to quite complex, so there is one for each skill level.
PREREQUISITES:  Basic Torchon skills are needed	  

Karen was introduced to bobbin lace by her mother 
in 1974 and has been enjoying making, teaching, and 
lecturing about lace ever since. She has studied the 
historic Ipswich samples in detail at the Library of 
Congress and constructed patterns and color-coded 
working diagrams for all 22 preserved black silk 
samples made in Ipswich, MA, in 1789-1790.  She 
has published The Lace Samples Ipswich, 
Massachusetts, from 1789-1790 with the patterns 
and working diagrams for these historic American 
lace samples, making them available to all lace 
makers.



Beautiful Scarves by Annick,  Annick Staes
Choose from 5 beautiful scarves using the technique of Torchon Lace.  Learn how to start with 
a fringe, work the technique, and manipulate the pattern repeats on the pillow without using 
pins to achieve the desired length for the finished scarf.  There will be 2  new scarf designs 
available at Lace Day.  If you don’t want to make a scarf, Annick welcomes any student 
wishing to learn and make traditional Torchon at 
any level.
PREREQUISITES: Basic bobbin lace skills.

I was born January 8th, 1966, in Bruges, Belgium and am married to Antoine Van Parys.  We have 2 
children, 19 year old Laura-Charlotte and 13 year old Louis-Alexander.  I studied interior design for 4 
years in High School.  My lace journey started when I was very young.  I went every Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday afternoons to the Lace School in Bruges.  After studying Torchon, Cluny, 
Bloomwork, Duchesse, Russian, Flanders and Binche for 8 years, I received my diploma.  My friend 
Margaret Power taught me Bucks Point, Bedfordshire, Honiton, Valenciennes and other lesser known 
laces.  I have taught bobbin lace making in England, Bruges and the US.

Binche Lace, Beginning and Continuing Kumiko Nakazaki
Binche is a continuous Belgian straight lace, rich in design and 
embellished with snowflake and five-hole grounds.  Beginners, 
intermediate and advanced students to Binche are welcome in this 
course.  Lace makers who also want to try to make their own 
patterns and study drafting are also welcome.  Each student should 
contact the teacher prior to the course to choose a pattern at the 
appropriate level. 
PREREQUISITES:  Students at all levels of bobbin lace making 
are accepted but they need to have solid bobbin lace fundamentals.

Kumiko has studied bobbin lace in Bruges, Belgium.  She 
specializes in Binche and Flanders.  She has been designing and 
teaching lace since 2000.



Vologda Fillings in Russian Lace,  Helena Fransens
This workshop will guide you through the wonderful world of the famous Russian 
Vologda fillings. These decorative fillings can be placed in a small space and/or used as 
a ground. Only 2 pairs are needed to get the most beautiful filling made of plaits, picots, 
leaves and/or wheels. You will learn how to draw the path these 2 pairs must follow.  
Plus, you will be excited by the simplicity of the different sewings. The use of 2 
different colors will teach you how to precisely arrange the colors of each thread in 
order to achieve the desired effect of this amazing Russian lace. There will be a choice 
of different exercises.  
PREREQUISITES: Good knowledge of the basics of bobbin lacemaking (stitches, 
edges…)

Helena Fransens taught bobbin lace for over 30 years at the government sponsored 
lace school for her province in Belgium.  While she has mostly taught straight laces 
(Torchon, Beveren, Paris) in the US, she is also well-schooled in Russian lace and 
fascinated by the way Vologda fillings are made with only two pairs.  A number of years 
ago Helena also fell in love with contemporary lace and her work is now being 
exhibited in many places in Belgium and the Netherlands. Her latest passion is 

designing different kinds of lace using Knipling lace design software.  She has taught since 1966 at various lace days and 
IOLI conventions in the US, as well as in Spain and the Netherlands.

Traditional Bedfordshire Lace with Honiton Fillings,  Holly Van Sciver
Bedfordshire Lace was the great melting pot of laces in the 19th century.  Not only do you see the traditional 
meandering cloth-stitch trails, plaits, picots, and leaves, the 
lace evolved to include point ground and Honiton fillings as 
grounds.  Students will be able to choose from traditional 
Bedfordshire patterns with Honiton fillings used as grounds 
and learn how to work the pattern continuously by marrying 
the grounds to the trails.  Students wishing to make 
Bedfordshire Lace for the first time are welcome in this 
class.  Any student who wants to work on continuing 
projects in Bedfordshire, Bucks, Lester, Honiton or 
Contemporary at any level are welcome in this class.
PREREQUISITES: Strong bobbin lace fundamentals.

Holly has been a student and teacher of lacemaking for 44 years. Originally trained in England, she 
specializes in teaching the 19th century English laces. She has taught and lectured in the United States, 
Canada and Europe for the International Organization of Lace, regional lace guilds, national lace 

conferences, museums, historical societies, universities, and professional organizations. Using an interdisciplinary approach, Holly is a leader in 
teaching the fundamentals underlying lacemaking theory and design. She is the founder of the 
Finger Lakes Lace Guild and owner of Van Sciver Bobbin Lace, which has served to promote 
lacemaking worldwide since 1981.



Bucks Point - Old Becomes New,  Susie Johnson
Bucks Point is a beautiful, fine, elegant English 
bobbin lace with net ground and an emphasis on 
gimp outlining the designs.  In this class, students 
will have the opportunity to work patterns that have 
been reconstructed from Susie’s personal collection 
of old lace.  These lovely old pieces have some 
fascinating quirks not normally seen in patterns 
from commonly used Bucks books. While these 
patterns are best suited to those with previous Bucks 
experience, beginners to Bucks will be welcome and 
will begin with more traditional patterns.  The flow 
and rhythm of Bucks patterns make it a pleasant 
lace to work!  Anyone who wishes to either begin or 
continue Withof is welcome to join this class.  In 
addition, upon request and with approval, students 
are welcome to pursue other laces which includes 
help with UFOs and long-awaited projects requiring 
help to start.
PREREQUISITES:  Good Torchon skills.

A lacemaker since 1981, Susie studied Withof for many years with Jeannet van Oord, both in the US and the Netherlands, mastering the 
new techniques as the lace evolved.  Her work and understanding of the lace has earned her a Withof teacher's certificate from Sr. Judith, 
with whom she studied in the Netherlands.  Her Withof has been on exhibition in several countries and has won numerous awards in 
competitions.  She co-edited Withof Duchesse in North America and did all of the technical drawings and instructions for the book.  For 
the last 30 years she has been teaching many different laces at events such as the IOLI convention, the Finger Lakes Lace Days, the 
Winter Lace Conference, and Lace at Sweet Briar as well as twice weekly classes at home.  Her work has been exhibited internationally 
and she has been the co-coordinator of the International Poppy Project.  She is also on the IOLI Proficiency Journal Committee.

 
Introduction To Bobbin Lacemaking,  Jean Jagendorf 
Beginning students will learn the language of lace and practice several stitches in a 
traditional sample tape. These stitches will then be used to complete a simple motif ~ 
a “lace bobbin” ~ an original design for this course. All students will receive a 
complimentary booklet to keep as a background reference for further study in 
traditional lace classes or for creative exploration with contemporary fiber art designs. 
Materials to be used for this workshop will be loaned by the FLLG and turned in at 
the end of class.  Students may purchase supplies at the event to continue their 
lacemaking. This course is being subsidized by the Finger Lakes Lace Guild, allowing 
for a reduced rate of $68.00 for a two-day workshop including the Friday reception, 
all Saturday activities, and Sunday brunch. An optional Monday extension of this 
class, for an additional $58.00, will offer an opportunity to learn the first steps in 
making Torchon lace. “Two Diamonds and a Spider” will include learning Torchon 
ground and two traditional motifs as students complete a bookmark. Saturday/Sunday 
registration is required to take this extension class.
PREREQUISITES: None

Jean has studied the traditional bobbin laces since 1983 with 
Holly Van Sciver and numerous Ithaca Lace Day and IOLI workshop 
teachers. Designing and exhibiting her 3 dimensional lace 
sculptures, Jean has lectured on the creative process used in applying 
bobbin lace techniques with various fibers, other materials, and 
plexiglass and acrylic forms. She has taught beginning bobbin lace 
classes for children and adults. The FLLG logo was designed and 
executed by Jean in 1989.

This registration document and pictures of the laces being taught can be seen by going to: http://
www.vansciverbobbinlace.com or http://www.fingerlakeslaceguild.or



Registration Form
Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________________

RECEPTION -- Friday, 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Please indicate number attending ______

(Rank)   SATURDAY/SUNDAY WORKSHOPS -- Saturday, 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm and Sunday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
______ Wearable Tesselace in Silk or Wire, Veronika Irvine
______ Historic American Ipswich Bobbin Lace, Karen Thompson
______ Beautiful Scarves by Annick, Annick Staes
______ Binche Lace, Beginning and Continuing, Kumiko Nakazaki
______ Vologda Fillings in Russian Lace, Helena Fransens
______ Traditional Bedfordshire Lace with Honiton Fillings, Holly Van Sciver
______ Bucks Point - Old Becomes New, Susie Johnson
______ Introduction To Bobbin Lacemaking,  Jean Jagendorf

(Rank)  MONDAY WORKSHOPS -- Monday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
______ Wearable Tesselace in Silk or Wire, Veronika Irvine
______ Historic American Ipswich Bobbin Lace, Karen Thompson
______ Beautiful Scarves by Annick, Annick Staes
______ Binche Lace, Beginning and Continuing, Kumiko Nakazaki
______ Vologda Fillings in Russian Lace, Helena Fransens
______ Traditional Bedfordshire Lace with Honiton Fillings, Holly Van Sciver
______ Bucks Point - Old Becomes New, Susie Johnson
______ Introduction To Bobbin Lacemaking,  Jean Jagendorf

CANCELLATION POLICY:  If you need to cancel, please tell us immediately so that someone else may have your place. 
Requests for refunds must be made in writing to the Registrar and must be postmarked by September 5th. Refunds will be subject to 
a $10.00 cancellation fee. We will not be able to honor requests for refunds postmarked after September 5th.

Banquet Dinner
(friends and family are welcome)

Sliced Sirloin of Beef with Sautéed Mushrooms, Chicken Francaise, Seafood Lasagna Alfredo Style
 Tossed Spinach Salad, Garden Salad with House Dressing, Three Bean Salad, Marinated Tortellini Primavera

Glazed Carrots, Red Bliss Potatoes, Dinner Rolls with Butter, Cake and Ice Cream, Coffee, Tea, Decaf
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Gerry Munchel, 130 Cascadilla Park Rd, Ithaca, NY 14850-3805
Phone: (607) 277-0498  Email: gmunchel2@gmail.com

Workshops run concurrently, so please list  your choices in order of preference. Registration applications, 
accompanied by full payment in U.S. dollars, may be mailed in at any time and will be processed by lottery on 
August 4th.  Applications received after August 4th will be accommodated on a space available basis in the 
order received.  Confirmation of courses and supply lists will be mailed by August 13th.

Item Number of 
People

Price per 
Registrant Total

 Registration Fee (applicable to workshop registrants only) $35.00   
 Sat/Sun Lace Workshop Tuition (Includes Sunday Brunch) $145.00
 Banquet Dinner and Lecture $38.00
 Monday Workshop (Includes Lunch) $95.00
 Introduction To Bobbin Lacemaking Sat/Sun (Includes Registration Fee, Tuition, and Brunch) $68.00
 Introduction To Bobbin Lacemaking Monday Extension Course (Includes Lunch) $58.00
 Please make your check payable to “Finger Lakes Lace Guild” TOTAL
Limited funds are available for a tuition scholarship.  For information & application form see the Guild website http://
www.fingerlakeslaceguild.org or request an application form from Shirley Egan, 2578 Fry Rd.,  Aurora, NY 13026.


